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1. GENERAL INFORMATION       

INNOVA Research Journal is a free and open access academic journal, which aims 

to promote and disseminate scientific production works that contribute to the social and 

economic development of the national and international community. It is aimed at 

academics, professionals, students of advanced studies and the general scientific 

community interested in related topics. 

 The periodicity of the journal is quarterly and continuous, it covers the periods 

January-April, May -August, September-December, the publications carried out 

until January 10, May and September, respectively. All published articles were evaluated 

using the double blind peer review system, where the anonymity of the author and peers 

is guaranteed. Each item is identified with a DOI. 

  

This journal makes no submission, processing or publication charges to authors 

(APC). Published articles from INNOVA Research Journal can be shared under 

the Creative Common License, Attribution-Non-Commercial 4.0 International (CC BY-NC 

4.0) in the definition of its policy of open access and reuse of published material. Authors 

and readers may, free of charge, download, read, archive, copy, print and search for articles 

without prior authorization from the Editors or authors. They may also distribute the final 

approved and published version of the document (post-publication) only if it is done for 

non-commercial purposes and mentions the source of publication and the authorship of the 

documents. More information on Copyright, review the Open Access Policy. 

 

Since April 2022, the Editorial Team has been consolidated with the renewal of the 

Scientific Committee and the incorporation of associate and thematic editors specialized in 

Education and Business and Innovation. 

  

The journal is indexed in Latindex Catalog 2.0, Dialnet, the Latin 

American Network of Academic Journals in Social Sciences and Humanities (LatinRev), the 

Ibero-American Network for Innovation and Scientific (REDIB), the Information Matrix for 

the Analysis of Journal (MIAR) and Bielefeld Academic Search Engine (BASE). 

  

2. PEER REVIEW PROCESS 

 

All articles are evaluated by the Double Blind Peer Review process. The anonymity 

between authors and peer reviewers is guaranteed. Each reviewer analyzes works that 

coincide with their area of knowledge. The journal has the collaboration of external 

https://revistas.uide.edu.ec/index.php/innova/accesoabierto


INSTRUCTIONS FOR AUTHORS 

   

                         

3  

reviewers from its editorial team and the publishing institution. The reviewers undertake to 

maintain the reliability of saving and not disclosing the article that has been entrusted to 

them for review. All manuscripts are inspected using the automatic plagiarism detection and 

prevention system, TURNITIN. 

  

The editor assigned to the article is in no case the reviewer of the articles.  More 

information about peer review process is available here. 

  

 

3. AIMS AND SCOPE 

Since April 2022, the research areas of the journal have been reduced to comply with best 
practices in the editorial process and quality criteria for academic publications. 

1. Education 
1. Educational innovation, employment and citizenship 
2. Education for inclusion and sustainability 

2. Business and Innovation 

INNOVA Research Journal publishes the following types of contributions: 

 Scientific articles 

 Bibliographic Review articles 

  

 

4. SUBMISSION PREPARATION CHECKLIST 

 

As part of the submission process, authors are required to check that their submission 

meets all the elements shown below. Submissions that do not meet these guidelines will 

be returned to the authors. 

  

 For the acceptance of articles, they must be original and unpublished. 

 The presentation has not been previously published, nor is it in another journal 

for consideration (or an explanation has been provided in Comments to the 

Editor). 

 The submission file is in Microsoft Word format. 

 The submission has the title, abstract and keywords in Spanish and English. 

 The text is presented with single line spacing; with Times New Roman or Arial 

font; the font size is 12 points; italics are used instead of underlining (except for 

https://revistas.uide.edu.ec/index.php/innova/arbitraje
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URL addresses); and all illustrations, figures and tables are within the text in the 

corresponding place and not at the end. 

 For the citation and construction of the reference list, the APA style was followed. 

The authors confirmed that there are no inconsistencies between the citations 

and the list of references, all works cited are included in the list of references and 

these only include works cited in the body of the article. 

 Web addresses or DOI identifier have been added for references where possible. 

 Authors include in a complementary file information on their full name, 

institutional affiliation, ORCID identifier, email and biographical summary in 

paragraph form of no more than 500 characters with spaces. 

 The text meets the bibliographic and style requirements detailed in the Author´s 

Guides. 

 Attached, as a complementary file, is the Letter of Originality and assignment of 

rights signed by all the authors. 

  

5. EVALUATION CRITERIA       

 

The proposed article must be original and unpublished, have not been published or be in 

the process of arbitration or publication. To comply with the aforementioned, the author 

must fill out and sign the originality statement and copyright. The following is required to be 

considered: 

 

 Maximum 4 authors for each article. 

 References must be updated, document and / or scientific articles published in 

the last five years and indexed in Scopus and Web of Science. 

 Be original and interesting in relation to the topic, the methodology and the 

conclusions. 

 Be relevant to ongoing research and theoretical implications. 

 Include knowledge of previous research in the same field. 

 Be scientifically rigorous. 

 Follow style of the American Psychological Association (APA 7th edition). 

 Use academic and specialized and concise language. 

  

6. SUBMISSION DOCUMENTS LIST       

 

Register as an author user and log in to the journal here. 

 

https://revistas.uide.edu.ec/index.php/innova/user/register
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All authors who participate in the article must have a registered user in the journal, only one 

of the authors must upload the article for evaluation. 

 

The author must upload three files as detailed below, previously review 

the corresponding templates to adapt the information according to the format established. 

 

1. Biography´s authors: document in Microsoft Word format must contain the full 

names of the authors, institutional affiliation, city and country of the institution, email 

address, ORCID (http://orcid.org) and Google Scholar. Add a biographical summary 

in paragraph form of no more than 500 characters with spaces that include nationality, 

last academic degree and the institution where it was obtained, position and current 

institution of affiliation and lines of research.  

2. Article: document in Microsoft Word format, must omit data of the authors, be 

completely anonymized in file properties to guarantee the double-blind peer review 

process. All citations, acknowledgments, references and other allusions that could 

directly or indirectly allow the identification of the author of the submission must be 

deleted. Check the Instruction for authors.  

3. Originality Statement and Copyright: corresponds to the letter of originality and 

copyright that confirms that the manuscript is original, is not under evaluation in 

another journal and verifies the signing authorship. The letter can be 

downloaded here. 

 

When submitting, the author must enter all the information requested in the metadata 

referring to the full names of the author and co-authors, institutional affiliation, country of 

origin, email, biographical summary, keywords in Spanish and English, abstract in Spanish 

and English. 

 

If you have doubts regarding this process, consult the manual for sending the 

article where the steps to follow are described.   

  

7.       ARTICLES SUBMISSION 

7.1 Extension: 

 Scientific articles: between 10 to 22 pages including tables, figures and references. 

 Bibliographic review articles: between 10 to 2 5 pages including tables, references 

and figures. 

  

 

https://revistas.uide.edu.ec/index.php/innova/Documentos
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7.2 Format 

 Typeface: Times New Roman or Arial 12 point  

 Page size: letter. 

 Language: articles can be submitted written in Spanish or English 

 Leading: Use 1.0-line spacing throughout the document. There must be a space 

between each paragraph and reference (equivalent to an " Enter " on the keyboard).  

 Margins: Use uniform margins of 2.54 cm margin on each side. 

 Paragraphs and indentations: Use ½-inch (1.27 cm) indentation when starting a 

paragraph and footnotes.  

 Page Breaks: Do not insert page breaks in text. Do not insert extra spaces to avoid 

widows or orphans.  

 Levels of headings: Use up to 2 levels of headings, according to 

APA 7th Standards. Edition.  

 

7.3 Structure of the article 

7.3.1 Scientific research article 

It is a document that presents original results of a research project and refers to a research 

problem or question of interest to the academic community. Include at least 30 references 

to documents or scientific articles. 

Title: must be included in Spanish and English, with a maximum length of 20 words. It 

should be clear, concise, and informative about the main idea of the study. It will be written 

in Times New Roman or 14-point Arial, bold and centered. Place a blank double-spaced line 

between the article title and the authors' names. 

Abstract: it must be included in Spanish and English language, with a maximum of 250 

words where it must include the objectives of the study, main elements of the methodology 

used, main findings of the study, research contribution and conclusions (it is not necessary 

to describe these words). In the case of the abstract in a different language, the use of 

automatic translators will not be accepted. 

Keywords: it must be including a list of 3 to 5 keywords in Spanish and English (keywords), 

separate the words with a semicolon (;). Use the UNESCO thesaurus, with its respective 

translations into English or Spanish, as appropriate. Consult the following 

link: http://vocabularies.unesco.org/browser/thesaurus/es/ 
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Introduction: Gives information on the background of the subject, problem 

investigation, justification and relevance of the study. Presents the objectives of the 

article or hypothesis of the study, clearly and concisely. 

Theoretical framework: presents the theoretical reference of the investigation that 

facilitates the understanding of the writing, uses primary sources and the citations are 

registered according to the APA seventh edition. 

 Methodology: describes the methodological approach, the type (qualitative or 

quantitative) and scope of the research, specifying whether it is descriptive, explanatory, 

exploratory or correlational. It clearly sets out the information processing and data 

collection, describes the population and type of sampling. Describes the analysis criteria 

with which the information was approached. 

 Results and discussion: describe the relevant findings of the study, even if these results 

are similar or different from what is explained in the bibliographic references. Describes the 

results in an organized manner based on the specific objectives, problems, hypotheses, etc. 

Conclusions: consolidates the findings and contributions of the study, is related to 

the purpose and title of the research. Give recommendations, discuss, reflect on the results 

obtained. It presents study limitations. 

References: it must be included following the norms of the seventh edition of the American 

Psychological Association (APA). References must be arranged in alphabetical order 

considering the first surname of the first author, as appropriate. Remember not to add 

references that are not cited in the body of the text. For more details on the application of 

APA regulations, refer to section 10 and 11 of this section. 

  

 7.3.2 Bibliographic review article 

 

It is a document that compiles, analyzes, synthesizes and discusses published information on 

a field in science or technology, in order to share the advances and trends in development 

according to journal´s scope. You can present articles of systematic review, narrative 

bibliographic and meta-analysis. A rigorous literature review with at least 50 references is 

expected. 

Title: must be included in Spanish and English, with a maximum length of 20 words. It 

should be clear, concise and informative about the main idea of the study, specify the type of 

review used and generate reading expectations. It will be written in Times New Roman or 
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14-point Arial, bold and centered. Place a double-spaced blank line between the article title 

and the authors' names. 

Abstract: must be included in Spanish and English language, with a maximum of 250 

words where it must include the objectives of the study, main elements of the methodology 

used, period or stage of information covered by the study, criteria to analyze the 

bibliography discussed, main study findings and conclusions (these words do not need to be 

described). In the case of the abstract in a different language, the use of automatic translators 

will not be accepted. 

Keywords: it must include a list of 3 to 5 keywords in Spanish and English (keywords), 

separate the words with a semicolon (;). Use the UNESCO thesaurus, with its respective 

translations into English or Spanish, as appropriate.  Check the 

link: http://vocabularies.unesco.org/browser/thesaurus/es/ 

Introduction: Provides information on the background of the topic, what is the problem 

that motivated the development of the research and the criteria for developing the 

manuscript. Present the objectives of the article in a clear and concise manner and the 

research question that you want to develop in the document. 

Methodology: it must specify the search strategy used, detail the names of the databases 

used, the period in which the search is carried out, indicate the selected language, the 

geographic scope, and indicate the number of articles founded. It is important to clarify the 

criteria used to analyze the information, the review must be based on updated information, 

that is, no more than 5 years. Studies that include the SciMAT and/ or VOSviewer 

tools for bibliometric analysis will be given greater value. 

Literature Review: synthetize and organizes the information according to the results and 

most relevant aspects of the subject. It presents the reported works in an organized way, for 

example, type of research, chronological order, theme, etc. It reports tables or figures 

accompanied by comments or questions. The author must present significant 

contributions based on objective and supported affirmations. 

Conclusions: it summarizes the contributions and limitations of the study without repeating 

the information described in other sections of the document. It specifies the contribution 

that the review provides to the academic discipline and proposes research topics to 

contribute to the investigation. 

References: it must be included following the norms of the seventh edition of the American 

Psychological Association (APA). References must be arranged in alphabetical order 
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considering the first surname of the first author, as appropriate. Remember not to add 

references that are not cited in the body of the text. For more details on the application of 

the APA regulations, refer to section 10 and 11 of this section. 

 

8. TABLES       

The tables must be composed of the table number, title, content and note (if 

necessary). These must have a different numbering than the numbering assigned to the 

figures. The table number must be ordered consecutively with Indo-Arabic numbers (for 

example, Table 1) and be located above the title and body of the table in bold. The table title 

appears as a double-spaced line below the table number. Give each table a short but 

descriptive title, and italicize the table title. 

The hatching of the tables should be horizontal and moderate (no more than three 

lines: in title, in headings and at the end of the table; more horizontal lines only for clarity 

purposes). Vertical scratching is not recommended. The thickness of 0.75 points. Tables 

must be editable in the Word document; copied and pasted images that cannot be edited in 

the editing process are not accepted. 

 

If the source of the table is not the author´s own, the author may incorporate 

the source from which it is extracted at the bottom of the table (see example). 

 

 

Table 1 

Table title in italics 

 Category Category Category Category 

Variable 1 xx yy zz 

Variable 2 xx yy zz 

Variable 3 xx yy zz 

  

Source: Surname (2020, p. 29) 

  

Long or wide tables: If a table is longer than one page, use the tables function in your word 

processing program to make the row of headings repeat on the second page and on any 

subsequent pages. No other adjustments are necessary. If a table is too wide to fit on one 

page, use landscape orientation on the page with the wide table. It doesn't matter if the page 
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header also moves when switching to landscape orientation. 

 

9. FIGURES       

Its size should not exceed the margins of the document. Different types of figures can be 

presented, whether they are graphs, diagrams, maps, drawings or photographs.  

 They can be numbered consecutively with Indo-Arabic numerals, for example (Figure 

1). 

 The figures are composed of the following: a) Number of the figure; b) Title; c) 

Image; d) Note. 

 The figure title appears as a double-spaced line below the figure number. Give each 

figure a brief but descriptive title, and put the figure's title in italics. 

 If the figure is the author's own, it is not necessary to add the copyright to the end of 

the figure. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example: 

 

Figure 1 
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Problems encountered in U learning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: Lagos and Garces (2020, p.29) 

  

 

10. QUOTATIONS   

The author must follow the latest edition APA 7th edition. It is suggested to 

review the Publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, seventh 

edition (www.apastyle.org) , to learn more about the style of its latest edition. 

 

Citations allow the recognition of the contributors and relevant contributions that the 

research provides to the author´s work. If the text lacks citations or they are not registered 

correctly, plagiarism may occur, which may have academic and legal consequences. 

 

Remember that all citations included in the text must appear, as a full reference, in 

the list of bibliographic references at the end of the document. Below are some 

recommendations for the correct way of citing, according on its characteristic: 

 

10.1 Textual (direct) citation: 

Use when the text of the author transcribed accurately. There are two types of citations: 

 Quotations with less than 40 words: these are included as part of the paragraph, in 

quotation marks and without italics. At the end of the quotation, the page number 

where the text was taken is added in parentheses and ends with a period. 
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 Quotations of more than 40 words: these are included in the text as a separate 

paragraph, which must include an indentation of 1.27 cm to the left, the same font and 

font size. 

o Narrative block quote: if author and year information is noted at the 

beginning of the paragraph, the page number where the information was 

extracted can be added at the end of the citation 

o Block citation with parentheses: at the end of the citation, after the 

period, the last name, year and page number are included in parentheses. 

 

10.2 Paraphrased quotation (indirect) 

It corresponds to expressing with the author's own words, the ideas of other authors. There 

are two types of quotations: 

 

 Narrative quotation (based on the author): applies when the author's name is 

added at the beginning of the sentence. Example: 

o If the quote is for an author: Cordero (2020) affirms that... 

o If the citation is for two authors: According to Cordero and Mendoza (2020) 

…. 

o If the citation is for three or more authors: According to Cordero et 

al. (2020) ... 

o NOTE: When three or more authors are cited, the first citation should name all 

the authors involved (Example: According to Campuzano, Guerrero, León and 

Prieto (2020) ...) and in the following citations the last name of the first author 

is added followed by the word et al. and the year. Example: According to 

Campuzano et al. (2020) ... 

 

 Parenthetic quotation (based on the text): applies when the author's name and year 

of publication are added in parentheses at the end of the sentence. Example: 

o If the quote is for an author: (Cordero, 2020) states that... 

o If the citation is for two authors: (Cordero and Mendoza, 2020) 

o If the citation is for three or more authors: (Cordero et al. 2020) 

  

10.3 Secondary citations 

This refers to citing a source that is cited in another source. It is necessary to identify the 

primary source and then write “as cited in” and note the secondary source. A couple of 

examples are shown below: 
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 Citation in parentheses: (Cordero, 1991, as cited in Mendoza, 2020) 

 Narrative quote: According to Cordero (1991, as cited in Mendoza, 2020) 

 

10.4 Citations to organizations 

The first citation is noted by the full name of the entity and the following citations are noted 

by the initials, as shown in the example: 

 First Citation in the text: (Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development 

[OECD], 2020, p. 22) 

 Subsequent citations: (OECD, 2020, p. 32) 

  

 

11. REFERENCES   

The reference list provides complete information for each work cited in the body of the 

document. This list will be placed at the end of the text, under the heading "References". 

 

Only cite in the list of references, those authors that you used in the work. These citations 

must be sufficient to support what is described in the theoretical framework, methodology 

and results of your study. It will be verified that all works cited are included in the list of 

references and these only include works cited in the body of the article. 

 

11.1 General considerations 

Empirical research articles: The references should be updated, preferably documents and 

/ or scientific articles published in the last five years and that are publications indexed 

in Scopus or Web of Science. Include at least 30 references. 

Bibliographic review articles: References must be updated, preferably documents and / or 

scientific articles published in the last five years and that are publications indexed 

in Scopus or Web of Science. Include at least 50 references. 

It is necessary to include a DOI for all bibliographic references that have this code. If an 

online work has both a DOI and a URL, include only the DOI. 

If the URL link is long, you should change the URL to a short version. It is suggested to 

use Bitly. 

It is recommended that citations be presented in plain text. 

11.2 Format 

https://bitly.com/
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French indent 0.5 inches (1.27 cm) to each reference list entry, which means that the first 

line of the reference is flush to the left and subsequent lines are indented 0.5 inches from the 

left margin. Use the paragraph formatting function of your word processing program to 

apply hanging indent. 

 

11.3 Elements of a reference 

The reference is composed of four basic elements: 

1. Author (responsible for the article) 

2. Date (of publication) 

3. Title (name of material) 

4. Source (place consultation or acquisition) 

Below are examples of the main types of references. For more examples, review the 

reference lists of published articles or examples in the APA Publication Manual. 

 

Book 

Format: Surname, N. (Year of publication). Title of the work. Editorial. 

Example: 

Servera, M., Galván, Ma. (2001). Impulsivity and Inattention Problems in 

Children. Madrid. CIDE. 

  

Book in digital version 

Format: Surname, N. (Year of publication). Title of the work. Editorial. DOI or URL 

Example: 

Carhuancho, I., Sicheri, L., Nolazco, F., Labajos, F., Guerrero, M., Casana, K. (2019). Holistic 

research methodology. International University of Ecuador -

Guayaquil. https://repositorio.uide.edu.ec/handle/37000/3893 

   

Book Chapters 

Format: A pinned 1, N and Surname 2, N. (Year of publication). Chapter 

title. In N. Editor and N. Editor (Eds.), Book Title (Chapter Pages, pp. xx-xx). Editorial. DOI (if 

available)         

 

Example: 

Fernández, J, and Blasco, T. (2014). Instruments for stress assessment. In T. Gutiérrez, R. 

Reich, D. Sánchez and J. Deus (eds.), Evaluation instruments in health psychology (pp. 95-
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166). Editorial Alliance. 

 

 Article with DOI or URL 

Format: Surname1, N., Surname2, N and Surname3, N. (year). Article title. Name of the 

journal. Vol (N), pp-pp. DOI or URL 

Example: 

Méndez Bravo, JC, Ayala Briones, HJ, and Palacios Sarmiento, TY 

(2019). The Balanced Scorecard in the Development of Family 

Businesses. INNOVA Research Journal, 4 (3), 94-

107. https://doi.org/10.33890/innova.v4.n3.2019.963 

 

Article with less than 20 authors 

Format: Surname1, N., Surname2, N. and Surname3, N. (year). Article title. Name of the 

journal. Vol (N), pp -pp. DOI or URL 

Example: 

Méndez Bravo, JC, Ayala Briones, HJ, and Palacios Sarmiento, TY 

(2019). The Balanced Scorecard in the Development of Family 

Businesses. INNOVA Research Journal, 4 (3), 94-

107. https://doi.org/10.33890/innova.v4.n3.2019.963 

 

Article with more than 20 authors 

Format: Surname1, N., Surname2, N., Surname3, N., Surname4, N., Surname5, N., Surname6, 

N., Surname7, N., Surname8, N., Surname9, N., Surname10, N., Surname11, N., Surname12, N., 

Surname13, N. Surname14, N., Surname15, N. Surname16, N., Surname17, N., Surname18, N., 

Surname19, N., Surname30, N. (year). Article title. Name of the journal. Vol (N), pp-pp. DOI or 

URL 

NOTE: you must list the first 19 authors and then write an ellipsis. Then add the name of the 

last author of the work. 

 

Example: 

Castiblanco, R., Moreno, H., Rojas, S., Zamora, F., Rivera, A., Bedoya, MA, Aróstegui, J., 

Rodríguez, D., Salinas, G., Martínez, W., Camargo, D., Sánchez, A., Ramírez, Y., Arias, M., Castro, 

KY, Carrillo, H., Valdez-López, J., Hermosa, F., Daza, C.,… Hernández, T. (2020). Variation of 

mechanical stress on the hip with the stair ergometer. Journal of Public Health, 16 (2), 41-67. 

 

 

Newspaper article 

Format: Surname, N. (date). Title of the article. Name of the newspaper. URL 

https://doi.org/10.33890/innova.v4.n3.2019.963
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Example: 

Carreño, L. (February 9, 2020). The union dispute over tariffs on clothing. The 

Spectator. https://www.elespectador.com/economia/la-disputa-gremial-por-los-

aranceles-las-prendas-de-vestir-articulo-903768 

  

Conference Proceeding 

Format: Surname1, N., Surname2, N. and Surname3, N., (date of the event). Title of the 

Contribution [Type of Contribution]. Name of the Conference, City, Country. URL 

Example: 

Sánchez, C., Ayala, D. and Bocarosa, E. (November 17-29, 2018). Biodiversity and human 

survival on earth [Keynote speech]. United Nations Conference, Sharm, El- Sheikh, Egypt. 

  

Thesis or dissertations 

Format: Surname, N. (year). Title of the work. [Master / PhD thesis, Name of University, 

Country]. URL 

Example: 

Sapallanay Baltazar, J. (2016). Strategy of the (ABP) and the development of Critical Thinking 

in fourth and fifth year high school students of the IE “Pueblo Libre” of 

the Mazamari educational network - UGEL - Satipo-2016. [Doctoral thesis, Los Angeles de 

Chimbote Catholic University, Peru]. 

http://repositorio.uladech.edu.pe/handle/123456789/1406 

  

Web page 

Format: Surname, N. (day, month and year). Title of the content. URL 

Example: 

United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. (October 1, 2018). New 

data reveal that in the world one in three adolescents suffers from 

bullying. https://tinyurl.com/9xmxvcrc 

  

Reports 

Format: Surname, NN (year). Report title: Subtitle of the report (Report No. xxx). Publisher's 

name. URL 

Note: When the name of the author and the publisher are the same, then omit the name of 

the publisher. 

Example: 

Winkelried, D. (2017). Unit roots in real primary commodity prices: A meta-analysis of 

the Grilli and Yang data set (DT. No. 2017-013 Working Paper Series). Central Reserve Bank 

of Peru. https://bit.ly/35n9HRn 
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Report from a government organization 

Format: Corporate author. (Year). Title Report. URL 

Example: 

Ministry of Economy and Finance, General Directorate of Public 

Accounting. (2018). Budgetary and financial analysis of business entities in the first half of 

2018. https://bit.ly/3k5ZfGz 

  

  

12. DISSEMINATION OF THE ARTICLE   

When the article is published, the author must self-archive his work on social 

networks (Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, etc.), academic networks (Research Gate, 

Academia.edu, etc.), profiles such as Google Scholar, ORCID, ResearchID, etc., institutional or 

thematic repositories, among others, in order to give greater visibility and dissemination of 

the article. 

  

 

 


